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Campus center climbs towards completion
Andrea Vander Wilt
Staff Reporter
As the first semester at Dordt
begins, construction on the
Campus Center continues.
Although there is still work to be
done, students can now use this
building daily for such services
as the library, mailboxes, and a
few classes. Construction on
the Campus Center will be fully
completed by the end of the
semester.
There have been a few set-
backs, which have pushed the
opening' back even farther.
Del?ys in shipments have
caused things to be backed up.
Shipments were not here when
the contractors were here to
work on them. Therefore, they
moved to another job, and when
the shipments finally arrived the
contractors tmd to be sum-
moned back. "We just need all
the odds and ends to come
together," President Carl Zylstra
stated.
Right now the main focus of
construction is on the lower
level. Contractors are working
on the flooring, the bowling
alley, and the game room. They
are waiting on equipment for the
Defender Grille and other spe-
cialty items.
Beka SChruer
There will be a Campus Center open house on October 18, at 2:00 PM, for Parent's weekend.
Fundraising for the Campus Center was more than successsful; the extra $200,000 in gift·
committments will help pay for the plaza being erected in front of the Campus Center.
One of the newest features
students will be able to enjoy
that the old SUB did not have is
'he coffee shop. StudenTs will
be able to go there \0 study,
read, and have a good conver-
sation over a hot cup of coffee.
Managers Laremy De Vries and
Eric Van Wyk, will be serving
regular coffee, Lattes,
Cappuccino, Italian Sodas, vari-
ous other drinks, a few baked
goods, and smoothies. They
will be open a few hours in the
morning, as well as from five
p.rn. to two, three, maybe even
four a.rn .. The coffee shop will
close whenever people leave.
Laremy commented, e are
first and foremost trying to give
students a good cup of coffee.
With that, we are trying to pro-
vide an atmosphere on campus
that is comfortable and thought-
provoking."
The Defender Grille will be
run by Carrie Foods, and will
work the same way as previous
years. They will upgrade consid-
erably, and will be able to do
fresh grilling. They will also have
better coffee, as will the coffee
shop, which is something
President ZylSTra is looking for-
ward too.
One of the grand opening
ceremonies that will take place
is a dedication dinner. The
guest list will include' student
government representatives,
faculty and staff that have
offices or classes in the build-
ing, donors, and various con-
tractors that worked with the
building. There will also be a rib-
Dr. Richard Mouw Lectures on Common Grace
Allison AIons
News Editor
What can we say that
all human beings have in' com-
mon? What are some of the
similarities between us and
people like Marilyn Manson?"
These questions tugged at the
hearts of those who attended
the special guest lecture at
Dordt College on September 9
and 10.
The issue of common grace
was the main focus of discus-
sion by Dr. Richard Mouw,
President of Fuller Theological
Seminary, in Pasadena, Calif.
Mouw, author of many articles
and books, spoke on his recent
book, He Shines In All That's
Fair: Culture and Common
Grace. In this book, Mouw
reflects on the debate that has
plagued both the Reformed and
Protestant Retormed churches
for decades: the issue of com-
mon grace.
Common grace has been an
interest to Mouw for all his lite.
He says that the debates of the
1920s were never really settled,
so he wanted to get clear about
tHe issue and define those chal-
lenges that often face the
church today.
Mouw defines common grace
as "An attitude of divine favor to
all creatures - both the
redeemed and the unre-
deemed." Mouw believes that
there is a lot of sin in the world,
but that God does take pleasure
in the unredeemed - for exam- .
pie, He is pleased by a poem, a
beautiful artistic work, or the
beautiful sounds of music from
a string quartet Mouw does not
necessarily believe that this is a
saving grace, but that it is a
divine grace given to all crea-
tures.
The reason that he pursued
common grace is that "We all
stand before a great mys-
tery ... a mystery that I believe
we need to begin to make
clear."
Mouw spoke at Dordt
College on Monday, September
9 at 7:30 p.rn, at the B.J. Haan
Auditorium. Responses were
made at this lecture by Dr. John
Kok and Rev. Steven Key.
Mouw met for a luncheon on
Tuesday at noon with the youth
ministry students. Mouw also
be joined Dr. Carl Zylstra on his
radio program Conversations
Friday morning, September
20th, at 8:05 a.rn,
bon cutting ceremony and an
open house.
Although there were some
frustrations when the building
was not completed on schedule,
·President Zylstra assures us
that "we are getting a very well
constructed building that will
last a long time." He went on to
say, "I am really pleased that for
the first time we have a big quiet
space for the campus that is not
crowded." The Campus Center
provides a focal point for· the
campus, and is not as hectic as
east or west campus.





















With all the confusion and new faces that
come with a new school year, it is possible
that you have not noticed a few other addi-
tions to our campus. Dordt has hired six new
instructors this year.
Paul Fessler, the new associate professor
of history, is teaching three classes in U.S.
History, Latin American History, and Civil
War. The New Jersey native went to Calvin
College and attended graduate school at
Texas A&M. He was teaching at Culver-
Stockton College in Canton, MO, when he
decided to interview at Dordt this past year.
"I wanted to teach at a school with a
reformed perspective," says Fessler.
The theatre arts department has a fresh
face, April Hubbard, an instructor of theatre
arts. Hubbard teaches Modern Theatre
History, Communication 110, and the theatre
sub-section of Gen 200. She is excited to
move back to the Midwest after having
taught in Michigan for the past few years. "I
really enjoy teaching at a Christian college,"
she says. Hubbard attended Minot State
University in Minot, ND, and attended grad-
uate school at Bowling Green State
University.
Socorro Woodbury will be teaching
Spanish and French in the foreign languages
department this year. She is originally from
Honduras, but came to the U.S. in the 1970's
and attended the University of Minnesota and
the University of St. Thomas. Woodbury
, noticed an ad in the Banner for a new foreign
language professor, and the more she started
reading about Dordt, the more she liked it. "I
felt the Lord was calling me to come here,"
she says.
Bernard Weidenaar is the new instructor
of Business Administration. and he is teach-
ing Business Management and Marketing.
The Philadelphia. PA native attended Calvin
College, and spent most of his career working
with a gas and chemical company on the East
coast. Weidenaar also found out about Dordt
from the Banner.
Istvan Csato is a new addition to the sci-
ence department. He is teaching Earth
Sciences, Physical Science, and Physics.
Csato moved to the U.S. from Hungary to go
to school at the University of South Carolina.
He found out about Dordt on the internet, and
applied for a position as assistant professor of
Physical Science and Physics.
The Communication Department wel-
comes Emmanuel Ayee, the new assistant
professor of communication. Ayee will be
teaching two sections of Communication
110, and a public relations course. Originally
from Ghana, he attended the University of
Science and Technology in Ghana, his
Master's degree from Wheaton Graduate
School, and his Ph.D from Potehefstroom
University for Christian Higher Education in
South Africa. "I want to use my skills to
shape the next generation of young people to





Dordt students had a unique
opportunity to grow closer to the
Lord and each other at the annu-
al All-Campus Retreat, which
was held September 6 and 7, at
Lake Okoboji. Approximately
200 students camped out at
Okoboji to take part in games,
swimming and small group dis-
cussions.
Bill Sautter, Director of
Ministry for Siouxland Youth for
Christ, spoke three times over the
weekend and emphasized this
year's theme: "Rock Solid."
"We talked about connecting to
Jesus, to each other and to the
world," said Kelly Helms, a
member of the retreat committee.
."We discussed how to minister,
evangelize and witness to those
around us. We hope that students
realized that they must connect
to Jesus and make sure that rela-
tionship is right. If it is, the rest
falls into place."
April Hubbard
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Associate Professor of Hist~ry
Istvan Csato
Assistant Professor of
Physical Science and Physic
This theme was followed up
by discussion in small groups,
which consisted of six to eight
students from varying classes.
"The small groups are a really
good time to open up and discuss
our problems," Helms said. "A
lot of people enjoyed the small
group time when we talked about
where our relationships with God
are and how we're connected to
Him and others."
In their free time, students
enjoyed games, swimming, and a
volleyball tournament. The
weekend was brought to a close
on Saturday night with a per-
formance by Kurious, an alterna-
tive band from New Jersey.
Helms believes the weekend
was a success and encourages
students to attend next year's
retreat. "I've been hearing noth-
ing but good comments," she
says. "The retreat is a great place
to com~ect with the Lord, meet
new people and refocus on
what's important - God. It real-
ly is a great time."
Socorro Woodbury
Associate Professor of Spanish
No photo available
Emmanuel Ayee
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David Versluis' mobile hangs in the Campus Center
Versluis nlobile graces Canlpus Center
Andrew De Young the mobile after some discus-
Staff Writer sian with his colleagues in the
. art department and the
Campus Center art commit-
tee. '1 first came up with an
idea," Versluis said, "then pre-
sented it to the committee,
and it went from there."
A number of considerations
played a part in the design.
One of the foremost concerns
was space. "I approached it
from a design standpoint,"
says Versluis. "I wanted the
The next time you are in
the Campus Center, look up.
This new building houses not
just offices but a new work of
art as well: a mobile. The
mobile is entitled
"Fruitfulness," and was
designed and made by art
professor David Versluis.
Versluis decided to make
mobile to use the available
space, and interact with it."
The choice of material was
another important considera-
tion. Wanting the mobile to be
as light as possible, Versluis
chose to use aluminum.
"It's also a sort of personal
statement," Versluis admits.
In designing it, he thought
about "the vine and the
branches" from the gospel of
John, and the idea of bearlnq
fruit. "I come from a fruit grow-




"And now I will show you the
most excellent way. If I speak in
the tongues of men and of
angels, but have not love I am
only a resounding gong or ~
clanging cymbal." This verse (I
Corinthians 13:1) and those fol-
lowing are repeated by the
mouths of G.I.F.T. coordinator,
Brian Dengler, and those assist-
ing him. Although Dengler has
had very little experience on the
G.I.F.T. team, he has high
hopes for this year.
In previous years, G.I.F.T.
has been well liked, so a major-
ity of it is going to stay the
same; however, with the new
year comes the introduction of
more drama as well as the use
of more hymns and psalms.
When asked for the reason
behind this, Dengler explained
that hymns and psalms .are
filled with depth and will add
meaning and focus to the serv-
ice.
This year Dengler especially
desires people to know that
God is real. He says, "I feel
very inadequate, but by the
grace of God people. can be
changed." Dengler goes on to
. say, "G.I.F.T. is not made to put
people on an emotional high.
Many hours arespent in prayer
before and after G.I.F.T."
G.I.F.T. stands for "Growing
in Faith Together." It is held
every other Sunday night in the
B.J. Haan auditorium. Coming
up, Sunday the 22nd, Rob
Rozeboom from Rise Ministries,
will be speaking on inadequa-
cies. Rozeboom suffers from
Multiple Sclerosis, which will
eventually take his life, but in
the meantime he is ministering
in every way he can. Due to the
break in classes for Tri-State
Teachers Conference, G.I.F.T.
will also be held on September
29, and a special service will be.
offered on Saturday,October 19,
for Parents' Weekend.
In closing, Dengler says,
"G.I.F.T. is not to take the place
of church. We are working hard
to get students to church and
G.I.F.T." He goes on to say,
"G.I.F.T. is dependant on your
prayers. Please pray for us."
ing background," he says.
"The yellow i the piece
reminds me of the yellow in a
Michigan Golden Delicious
apple." The color yellow was
also chosen for its subtlety,
and the way it interacted with
its surroundings.
Versluis says the reactions
have been somewhat mixed.
"The students that have
talked to me have been very
positive," he says. Some,
however, have not been so
Women's choir encourages
positive about it, although he
has only heard of their reac-
tions indirectly.
Nonetheless, Versluis' is
very happy with his work, and
hopes that others can enjoy it
as well. "I think it's beautiful,"
he says. "I like the way it inter-
acts with the space. I think it's
playful and subtle, and I hope
that it will be a playful surprise
for those who see it as well."




Dordt added a new addition
to its choral ranks. A new
Women's Chorus is well under-
way in its first semester at
Dordt College, with Pam De
. Haan as director.
De Haan is in her 19th year
of teaching voice lessons at
Dordt, and mentions that she is
ready for a new addition to her
role. "I am excited to have the
opportunity," De Haan says.
In recent years, the influx of
women tryinq out for choir
became too large to accommo-
date. Dr. Ben Kornelis
approached the administration
about starting a women's cho-
rus, and his idea was approved.
There was plenty of interest,
and a group was formed at the
beginning of this semester.
Fifty young women gather
together every Tuesday and
Thursday in the choral room in
the B.J. Haan. De Haan is
looking forward to exploring a
vanety of women's musical lit-
erature and bringing it to the
campus and the community.
She is focused on helping the
women grow in their individual
musical gifts and their harmony
as a choir. The challenge is the
wide range of experience within
the choir. She wants it to be
challenging and fun for every
level. Her overarching goal is
for the women to grow musical-
ly and in unity with' their fellow
singers.
Sophomore Anna Kooi is
enjoying her experience with
the chorus. "It is a great oppor-
tunity for girls to get to know
new people and share their tal-
ents with each other," Kooi
says.
The Women's Chorus antici-
pates singing at one or two
chapels and at the Choral
Christmas Concert.
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Besides, we can con-
tribute so much to local church-
es! Enthusiasm, energy, insight- -
-all of these are things young
guys and gals like you and I
have in surplus (at least that's
what I've been told). In practical
things like mowing the church's
lawn, visiting the elderly, prayihg
for concerns (dare I suggest
putting something in the collec-
tion?)--we can help too.
I'm not trying to dis-
courage "seeing what's out
there."" It's healthy by anyone's
standards to be well-informed
and well-rounded in your
approach to worship, and visit-
ing around is a wonderful way to
develop yourself in that way. I'd
just like to suggest that we can
gain and learn much from close
relationships with local congre-
gations.
Stay Grounded, stay strong; keep exploring, keep learning
marriage, judgmental legalism,
and more heresies than you can
shake a stick at.
That was then. What
major problems do we face
today, at College? Hmm....well,
I"d say, something like: sex out-
side of rnarriaqe, judgmental
legalism, and more heresies
than you can shake a stick at.
We struggle with them in differ-
ent ways, maybe, but I think
many of the issues are the
same.
It"d be a grave mistake
for each of us to try and tackle
each of these on our own. How
much better for us to do battle
with Satan in greater numbers;
to fight side by side as Christian'
brothers and sisters, not only
with our peers, on campus, but
some of the wonderful older,
wiser gray heads that you see in
almost every church.




"Do you ever, like, not
feel like going to church?" a
high school buddy just starting
college this fall, asked me this
summer. Some Sunday morn-
ings, I'm tempted to just stay in
bed, giving a whole new mean-
ing to Sunday as "the day of
rest." I'm sure you've had simi-
lar experiences.
''''What church do you
go to out there?" was the' next
question my friend asked me. I
told him I enjoyed the fellowship
of Redeemer United Reformed
Church in Orange City, but I
Rosie Grantham
Staff Writer
-Dordt College is a great
school, for offering students an edu-
cation from the reformed perspec-
tive. But a great school deserves a.
better mascot. Sure, "Defender"
sounds nice and big on paper, but
what does one actually look like?
Has anyone ever seen a Defender?
It's almost like Defenders are
UFO's or (to hit closer home) crop
circles. We've all heard the rumors,
but have never seen one in the
flesh.
Well, have almost never
Seen one. If you turn to the front
page of your Dordt planner, you are
accosted with the image of how
Dordt sees a Defender. A cartoon
Precious Moments figure greets
your eyes as they drift down the
page. To complete the picture pre-
cious moments figure is carrying a
large kitchen knife, and a small
ironing board for a shield. This is
wish I could have alerted him to
the fact that in college, unlike
home, it's not always what
church, but churches you
attend. Most students, some of
them more than others, visit
several different local churches
over the period of a semester.
There's nothing neces-
sarily wrong with "church-hop-
ping." Experiencing the worship
service of a church whose tradi-
tion is different than your own
can be an insightful, learning
experience. It may teach you
something about your own tradi-
tion's weaknesses--and
strengths! "I think that part of
being a college stuefent gives
you the .opportunity to do that
[visiting of other churches],"
says Campus Pastor Don
Draayer. "Some people would
worry this could be habit-form-
our college mascot? His helmet
doesn't even fit right!
Instead, a really good
mascot would be 'Cannons.' Then
we could call ourselves 'The
Cannons of Dordt.' It sounds a lit-
tle corny, I know, but at least it
relates to our school name more
than 'Defenders' does. After all,
Dordt College was named after the
Synod of Dort hetd in the
Netherlands from 16t8-t9. And it
was in part from this convening of
religious leaders that the Canons of
Dort, the founding document of the
Christian Reformed Church, was
established. In addition, 'Cannons'
evokes a more threatening image
for an athletic team than a Precious
Moments kid who can't hold his
kitchen knife properly. Besides, if
we were the 'Cannons of Dordt' we
could have the slogan: "We're the
Cannons of Dordt, we'll blow you
away."
ing. I'm not worried about that. It
could, but f think that part of the
human need is to belong."
Belonging to a commu-
nity of believers is an essential
part of the Christian life. In I
Corinthians 12, we're taught
that believers are to use their
different gitts for the betterment
of each other. In Matthew 18,
we're given a structure for hold-
ing each other accountable.
Both of these situations almost
necessitate an emotionally
tight-knit, loving group of
Christians, packed together as
close as one, big slimy ball of
earthworms.
Throughout the New
Testament, we have the exam-
ple of the churches in Corinth,
Epnesus,. and Philippi--who
struggled as communities with




The coming of a new
school year always means the start
of several things-new classes, new
friends, new sleeping habits. It
also means the beginning of anoth-
er year of sports activities, both for
the players and for the fans. At
Dordt College, these sports activi-
ties are meant to be a means of glo-
rifying God as well as competitive
fun. But that can only happen
when the players play, the coaches
coach, and the fans cheer
respectably. In other words,
when every participating member
shows proper sportsmanship.
This past summer,
worked part-time in the evenings
as a fast-pitch softball umpire and a
summer league basketball referee,
which means I came face to face
with every imaginable kind of ath-
letes, coaches, and fans (excluding
the physically threatening kind).
My worst nights were when people
lost sight of the fun factor and
became verbally abusive, not just
at me, but at the players and the
coaches and at each other. The
swearing, bickering, and incessant
"trash talking" made those nights
almost unbearable.
On the other hand, I had
••
the privilege of officiating some
truly fun games. Coaches ques-
tioned my calls respectively and
accepted my decision. Parents
cheered, even when. their child was
not involv~d in the play.
This is not to say don't be
intense. Intensity is great. It's when
that intensity gets out of hand that
the game becomes too much of an
yelling match. Cheer, play, coach-
do it all, but do it sportsmanlike.
Please, for the sake of fun, and for
the sake of your Christian witness,
show a little respect for the players,
for the coaches, and for the offi-






Cameron Diaz, when she
accepted her Gold Popcorn
Award for Best Dance
Sequence, said,' "I'm blond, I
shake my a... and they give
me an award?" (Timson 46).
She and many other Hollywood
stars promote presenting their
bodies sexually and piace
importance on being beautiful.
Diaz is in a position of influence
where many young women view
her as a role model. With the
images of attractive women like
Diaz surrounding them, it is little
wonder that young women often
become depressed about the
way they look. The time when
girls begin to feel fat, culture
offers them an ideal figure that
is both statistically unattainable
and risky to their health.
Most girls will never look like
the women they see in the
media. Today, top models are
5'9" to 6' and weigh 110 to 118
pounds; however, the average
woman is 5?4? and weighs 142
pounds. The ideal body type is
unattainable by most women,
even if they starve themselves
(Kilbourne 8).
Self esteem?the sense that
one is unique, valuable, and
special?suffers when girls feel
worthless and incompetent.
Girls envy the women that they
see in the media and believe
that if they cannot attain the
perfect figure, something must
be wrong with them. Diets, the
Freshmen 15, and undue worry
about appearance is born.
Rather than changing the cul-
ture, teenage girls try to change
themselves to conform with the
culture. In truth, there is noth-
ing wrong with the girls, but in
the values ot the media.
The Island of Fiji realized
this pressure from the media
when they 'first came in contact
with the television in 1995.
Immediately after this, there
was a major increase in eating
disorders. Three years after
the television's introduction, 74
percent of girls felt too big or too
fat (Beam). This study reveals
the influential role of the media
in determining the way teenage
girls view themselves. They
tend to compare themselves
with those they see in the media
and feel troubled if they cannot
live up to its expectations.
Teenage girls view the media as
a model for how one gets by in
the modern world.
The influence of the media
must be recognized and dealt
with in order for girls to realize
their worth. First, young women
must continually be reminded
that the stereotypes the media
presents do not represent reali-
ty. Those around them, parents,
friends, and adults, need to
remind them that they are
unconditionally loved for who
they are, and not for what they
look like. Young women must
reaiize that having the perfect
body or attracting boys should
. not be the ultimate goal in their
life, but rather, the developing
personality and character is..
Only then can girls be as unique
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One of our staff photographers captures several empty parking spots on film. The fact that these parking spaces are empty for a good portion of the day
and that only certain people can park there is what has gotten several students up in arms.
Parking: Progress or Predicament?
John Brinks
Staff Writer
One of the major changes that
took place over the summer at
Dordt was the relocation of parking
spots to the outer boundaries of
campus. Several parking spots,
previously available for com-
muters and event parking, were
removed this summer to make
room fOT the Campus Center and
plaza in the middle of campus.
New parking spaces were added
behind Covenant Hall and the
Southview Apartments on the east-
ern edge of campus.
Many students are complaining
about the rearranged parking
spaces. The East Campus apart-
ments can hold 276 people. The
Southview apartments have a
capacity of 168 people. Excluding
"Siberia" (the name affectionately
given to the parking area across the
street from Covenant), there were
approximately 20·9parking spaces
shared between 444 potential East
Campus and Southview residents
last year. Thsi year, there are only
140 available parking spots. Sixty-
nine parking spots right in the
midst of the Southview apartments
and East Campus apartments were
taken away from residents and
made available for event parking
.and commuters.
North, West, and East Hall resi-
dents are having trouble finding
parking spots as well. The
Residence Halls have a total capac-
ity of 552 people. Last year, not
including Siberia, there were 307
spots available to them. Dordt's
website claims that "additional
space is available on the west
end of campus, near the
underclassment resi-
dence halls." This
statement is, at best,
misleading. It's





also true that 166
spots were taken
away from these same
residents. This year there
are only 151 available parking
spots adjacent to the underclass-
man dorms and their 552 residents.
The rest were made available for
commuters, staff, andevent parking
The Coven~t parking lot has· 116
spaces for its 220 possible resi-
dents. One hundred sixty-two new
parking spaces, available to all res-
idents, were added east of
Southview and Covenant. The 220
Covenant Hall residents can now
choose between 278 convenient
parking spaces before having to
park in Siberia. The new parking
policy may be in~ovenient for most
residents, but it is in line with
Dordt's long-term goal of moving
most of the parking to the outer
edges of campus for aesthetics and
safety. Most students, minus
those living
in
campus, the changes were needed.
A balance was needed between
appropriate
resi-
cific proposal is presented and goes
through the proper channels. The
lot in which only Covenant Hall
residents are allowed to park is
rarely filled to capacity, as if the
parking lot available to everyone,
located directly behind'
Covenant Hall. One solu-
tion is to make all the
parking spots that are
currently available to
the east half of cam-
pus one color. This
means that any East
Campus or
Southview resident
could park in what is
now the Covenant park-
ing lot and vice versa.
Complaining about the
current parking situation is not
going to bring about change.
Instead of griping about the lack of
available parking spots, concerned
students should come up with a
specific proposal for the change in
the parking policy. Student Forum
does not have the power to make
changes in the parking policy. Talk
to your fellow students. Make a
formal request and submit it to Ken
Boersma. He can pass it on the the
Administrative Cabinet. If and
when these steps are completed,
Boersma says he will take a serious
look at recommending a change in




~ (day or night)
o Staff! Commuter / Visitor(day time only)
Events parking
(night)
[I] Residential Student Parking
New Lines Drawn on Campus: The above map shows
exactly who can park where on Dordt's campus.
Covenant Hall, feel that the park-
ing changes made for this year are
not an improvement. One East
Campus apartment resident said,
Tilt stinks. There are seriously not
enough parking spaces. They're
relying too much on Siberia."
Although some might not like
walking past open parking spaces
on the two-tenths of a mile trek
from Siberia to the west side of
dential parking and appropriate
event parking. Ken Boersma, Vice
President for Student Services,
said, "There has been a need for
expanded parking. Dordt is unique
in the number of community events
that take place on campus. One of
our responsibilities is to be a good
host to the community."
According to Boersma, Student
Services is open to change if a spe-
In memory of Dan Oosterman
Myron Kamper dairy. He was a lifelong member of the Community
Christian Reformed Church in Oakdale, Calif., where he par-
ticipated in Sunday School, Cadets, and Youth Group.
Daniel attended Ripon Christian School through which he
participated in mission trips to Guatemala the past two sum-
mers. Dan loved to read, and had a passion to Jearn more
about everything. After graduating from high school in 200 1,
Dan carne to Dordt College as a biology major studying to
become a veterinarian. Daniel is survived by his siblings
Jake, Mark, Christy, Phil, and Mary, his parents, and by the
many friends he made throughout his life.
Someday we will be able to join Dan in Paradise. Soli
Dec Gloria! To God Be the Glory!
Guest Writer
Early in the morning on May 15, 2002, Daniel Comelis
Oosterman was involved in a fatal car accident. lt took place
not far from the town of KJamath Falls, Ore. Daniel was
driving home from Alberta, Canada, after spending time with
friends there for a few days after school was let out. We think
that Daniel feel asleep at the wheel and veered into oncom-
ing traffic, when he collided with a truck pulling a camper
trailer. The driver and passenger in the truck sustained minor
injuries, but Daniel was pronounced dead at the scene.
Daniel was born in Modesto, Calif., to Jake and Ada
Oosterrnan. He grew up and worked hard on the family
,
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Dixie Chicks Go Punk
Chris Maust
Staff Writer
"Home" was released on
Columbia Records, 2002.
I have a confession to make. For
years I've lived under the assump-
tion that country music is by
nature, a vile and nasty thing.
Today, I stand boldly and say to
you that country music is really not
that bad.
This week's album is "Home,"
the Dixie Chicks' latest album.
When I say that they've "gone
punk," I mean that they've started
to complain ... er, discuss society's
problems intellectually. It's hidden
halfway through the first track and
cuts heavily on the modern music
industry. The song is "Long Time
Gone," an excellent driving song
about childhood nostalgia and
wondering why things just aren't
as good as they used to be. The
radical, subversive message tells
us about how today's music
" ... sounds tired but it don't sound
Haggard! they got money but they
don't got Cash." These revolution-
ary lines cleverly insult the music
industry and advertise great old
music of the past in one fell
swoop! The word haggard and
cash refer to Merle Haggard and
Johnny Cash, respectively. Both of
them were giants of country back
in the late sixties and seventies.
The lyrics intend to tell how mod-
ern music just doesn't compare
with the great music of the past.
Personally, I sympathize, but I still
get a little queasy listening to the
Dixie Chicks attempt philosophy.
One thing I believe that country spirit from the murky depths of
does consistently better than rock oblivion. I'll blow through them
are group instrumentals. On this quickly and summarize my feel-
CD is a rocking two minute instru- ings on them in a single line.
mental called "Lilt.Jack Slade." To Travelin' Soldier: a delightfully
me, this song is nearly worth the melancholy anti-war melody
price of the entire CD. You have telling of a girl waiting for her
fiddles, mandolins, and banjos long-lost soldier boy.
playing together in a spectacular White Trash Wedding: a dis-
hoedown that reminds me just a lit- turbingly upbeat tune about a bride
tle of "The Devil went Down to going into labor during the wed-
Georgia." I don't advocate piracy, ding ceremony.
but if one shoul~ accidentally Godspeed (Sweet Dreams): a
stumble across this song in a back mother's prayer for her sleeping
alley of the internet on a dark night son. Beautiful.
in a city that knows how to keep its Top of the World: an angst
secrets, I would recommend the filled, faith-questioning song that's
download. nearly as vague as it is sad.
And now: more criticism. My In one final paragraph: for those of
chief reason for hating country you out there who already know
music is the frequent use of cheap and love country, this album is eas-
emotionalism. Don't get me ily comparable to the Dixie
wrong; I love a good ballad as Chicks' earlier releases. It's got
much as anybody else, but relying plenty of romance-oriented pieces
on cliches is bad technique. To of three-part harmony for you to
prove this, I counted the number of rock out with. For those of you
times the word "love" was used in who have not yet suffered the joys
each of the songs and came up with of country music, I'd recommend
sixty-seven times. Again, that is warming up with some classic
sixty-seven times. The CD is only John Denver, or perhaps a little of
fifty-one minutes long so, mathe-, the lovely Miss Joni Mitchell.
matically, there are 1.3 "loves" per Personally, I've found country
minute. However, this math is a music to be an acquired taste, one
little biased. Take into account that that occasionally requires force-
one song uses it fifteen times on its feeding. For those of you who wish
own. Now consider that two other to respond, my email address is
song use it sixteen times each. chrsmst@dordt.edu. An individual
After listening to this CD three response may not be possible, but
times in its entirety, ] began to ~ feedback will definitely affect
despair in the goodness of the future articles.
human soul. And remember - music is good
Luckily, enough good songs






Fri, Sept. 20, 6:30 pm BJH
East Park Concert
featuring The Claymores, Fly By Night,
Different, and Doddgier Mon, Sept. 23, 8:00
pm between East Campus and Southview
Steven Curtis Chapman
Thu, Sept. 26, 7:30 pm, Omaha Civic
Auditorium Arena, Omaha, NE
John Owings, Guest Piano Recital
Sat, Oct. 12, 7:30 pm BJH
Tool wi special guest Meshuggah
Tue, Oct. 15, 7:30 pm Sioux Falls Arena,
Sioux Falls, SO
"Nothing Sacred"
Oct. 17, 19, 24, 25, 26 TePaske Theatre
Riverdance
Late Oct. thru Early Nov. Orpheum Theatre,
Sioux City, IA
Newsboys wi Zoe Girl, Super Chick, and By
The Tree Thu. Oct. 31,7:00 pm Sioux Falls
Arena, Sioux Falls, SO
Price is Trite
Sat, Nov. 2, 7:00 pm BJH








Dordt Athletes earn GPAC
honors
The Dordt College women's
soccer team is facing a difficult
challenge this year: adapting to
new. head coach Bill Elgersma.
Coach Elgersma is not new to the
Dordt College soccer program. He
was also the men's assistant soccer
coach from 1989 to 2000, and
played at Dordt for four years, -
three years with a club and one
year at the varsity level. His wife
also started the women's program
at Dordt, which brought coach
Elgersma close to the women's
soccer program on the field and at
home.
Coach Elgersma is bringing a
new style of play this year. Instead
of the run-and-gun, offensive
minded teams of the years past,
this year's team will be playing
more of a short, pass-and-touch
offense, with everybody playing
defense. Elgersma hopes to tiring
about a more team centered play
this year.
This new style of play has
required Coach Elgersma to move
players into different positions
because he believes the issue of
balance is important. Elgersma
knows that this new style of play
requires patience from him as well
as the players. Junior captain Janna
Brink said that the season got off
to a slow start with all the new
Assistant Sports Editor
changes, but believes that patience
is the key of this season.
Another change that the team is
facing is how they evaluate suc-
cess. Coach Elgersma says, "We
equate success with wins," but he
is trying to change that. Instead of
basing success on wins and loses,
Elgersma wants the team to.rea:tize
that success is to see the level of
play the team started at and what
level they have gotten to. Elgersma
said, "If a person can exceed their
own expectations they're success-
ful." Senior captain Julie Van Der
Kooi agrees. She says that the
team needs to measure success as
improvement not wins.
Coach Elgersma knows that
they have a rough road ahead of
them, but says, "Losing well is-bet-
ter then winning poorly." Elgersma
is interested in improving, not just
winning, but he also wants people
to know that the coach is not as
important as the players. He would
rather people focus on the girls
because they are the ones doing the
hard work.
Slowly but surely progressive
"is being made in this new style of
play and the girls are getting their
confidence level built up again and




Two Dordt athletes earned Great Plains Athletic Conference honors
recently. Dre Johnson, a senior volleyball player, was named Player of
the Week for the week of September 1-7. During that week, Johnson
helped lead Dordt (then ranked #7 in the nation) to two conference wins
against Briar Cliff and Northwestern. In those two matches, Johnson
totaled 28 kills, five blocks, and five digs. Johnson is from Des Moines,
Iowa.
Janna Brink was also named the conference women's soccer player of
the week for the week of September 9-14. Brink, a junior from Holland,
Mich., scored one goal and had one assist in the Defenders loss to College
of S1. Mary. She also assisted two goals in Jast Saturday's win over
Midland Lutheran.
Congratulations to Dre Johnson and Janna Brink for their accom-
plishments!
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record of 10-1 and a #6 national
ranking sums up this year's Lady
Defender volleyball team's status.
Last year the team made it to
the NAIA national tournament
with a record of 37-6. This year,
despite the loss of two of the top
senior volleyball players in Dordt's
history, the freshman class is step-
ping right in where the 200 I sen-
iors left off.
Along with the new freshman
comes a new assistant coach, Bill
Dreise. "He has a lot of energy and
he will do anything for the team.
He is putting his whole heart into
it," said head coach Tom Van Den
Bosch.
A new offense this year will
also help the team. "We are run-
ning a two setter offense for the
first time in a long time. We're
doing this because we have two
high quality setters," said Van Den
Bosch.
The team has many goals to
kick off the season. The main goals
of the team are glorifying God,
being an example to other teams, Sara Prins
improvlOg rom game to"ga:me;'and-------------
repeating last year's trip to Junior Ore Johnson goes for the kill in a recent Defender
Nationals. By achieving these volleyball game. Dordt is currently ranked #6 in the nation.
. goals, the Defenders can learn to
improve themselves physically,
emotionally, and spiritually.
The volleyball team is bonding
with each game and practice.
Many of the girls' teammates are
also their best friends. Rachel
Boer knows, "The team itself, the
coaches, the atmosphere and the
fans are great!"
If you are ever looking for
something to do, come on out and
support the nationally ranked vol-












Assists: Alia Den ~ 26
Caro!yJ/. SybeSma 17




[ Kl'Isltl Mulder'L World Editor
~Japan: The oldest person in the world, Kamala Hongo, has celebrated her 115th birthday. She is bed ridden, but apart from being slightly hard of hearing]
~1~Sheis said to be in otherwise good health. Mrs. Houge was recognized by the Guinness Book of Records as the oldest living person in March, after the death
of the oldest woman ever, Maud Farris-Luse, who died aged 122 in Michigan. The world's oldest man, Yukichi Chuganji (113), is also Japanese.
. .
•
,Rwanda: Rwanda is expected to start withdrawing its troops from the Democratic Republic of Congo on Tuesday after four years of war. It is nearly two;
Imonths since both countries signed a peace agreement in South Africa. Zimbabwe and Uganda, the other two foreign armies still on DR Congo soil, have also
started withdrawing their troops. Rwandan forces went in four years ago in an attempt to topple the late President, Laurent Kabila.
~Southern Africa: The UN says that the food crisis in Zimbabwe, Zambia, Malawi, Mozambique, Angola, Swaziland, and Lesotho is worsening, and that"
~almost 14.5 million people in the region are in urgent need of food aid. Relief workers say drought has combined with-the HIV/Aids pandemic and politics to
create IIa crisis of incredible proportions."
ITibet: Senior Chinese officials have held talk:~with representatives of Tibet's exiled spiritual leader, the Dalai Lama, in the Tibetan capital of Lhasa. It is the
afirsr time in 20 years such a meeting has taken place in Tibet itself. Some see this as evidence that China is softening its stance on the Tibet question. Formal
contacts with the Dalai Lama were severed in 1993.
United States: The world's tallest trees. California Redwoods. have become infected with the deadly fungus known as Sudden Oak Death (SOD) that has
killed tens of thousands of oak trees in the past three years. The disease has been found in a number of redwoods in five counties in Northern California.
Experts stress that so far the infections are only in saplings and sprouts and that there is no evidence that the disease can actually kill grown trees.
Eastern Europe--HIV and AIDS are spreading faster in Eastern Europe and Russia than anywhere else in the world, posing a major threat to young
people's health. experts warn. Almost 80% of new infections were among people under 29 between 1997 and 2000. HIV IAids is developing "unchecked",
because of a growth in substance abuse, particularly drug misuse, people having sex earlier, and the growth of prostitution.
Compiled from BBC.com
Waging War Must Stop
Peter Anderson
st.rr Writer
Will a war against Iraq ana
a regime change end the threat
of terrorism or only exacerbate
the problem? The answer to
this question is that terrorism
will only increase if we
continue to forcibly interfere in
other countries' foreign affairs.
Iraq is a classic example of
U.S. foreign policy creating
animosity among the world
community and especially
Muslims. In 1990, the United
Nations Security Council
imposed sanctions that forbid
all imports and exports to and
from Iraq. The sanctions were
intended to weaken Saddam
Hussein's grip on power in
Iraq and eventually lead to his
overthrow. Twelve years later
Hussein is still in power and
the Iraqi people are impover-
ished. The U.N. sanctions are
particularly harsh because vir-
tually all aspects of Iraq's
economy depend upon
imports. Therefore twelve
years of sanctions have
reduced one of the Middle
East's most modernized coun-
tries to a shell of its former
self. When the U.N. Security
Council set up its own investi-
gation in 1998 to see what
effects sanctions have had, the
council learned that one in four
.children is a victim of chronic
malnutrition, the Iraqi Gross
Domestic Product (GDP) has
fallen by nearly two-thirds,
Iraqi schools and infrastructure
are in shambles, and the per-
centages of those who have
access to sanitary drinking






This is not to say that Hussein
has not been culpable in
depriving his citizens of some
of the humanitarian relief that
does come to Iraq through
limited oil trades. However, it
is nonsensical for those that
oppose Iraq to give humanitar-
ian products to the man they
are trying to depose and then
claim no responsibility when
those humanitarian products do
not find their way into the
hands of the Iraqi people.
Supposedly, none of these
conditions in Iraq, which for
. the most part would not be
occurring if the sanctions were
absent, are supposed to arouse
animosity among Muslims.
Support for Israel's often
"above the law" policies is not
supposed to bring about
hatred. Bombing people who
have only seconds to realize
If you have .suggestions,
email us at:
diamond@dordt.edu
their impending fate is not a
terrorist act if it is in the name
of justice. Accidentally bomb-
ing an Afghani wedding party
is not a problem if it was only
a mistake. Apparently terrorist
attacks only occur because'
"evil people" are mad at the
United State's freedoms and
wealth.
Any explanation for terror
that does not take into account
the U.s.'s violent foreign
policy as a provoking cause is
simplistic and harmful. This is
why a war on Iraq is unjustifi-
able. In fact, former senior
U.N. weapons inspector, Scott
Ritter, has criticized any war
on Iraq as unwarranted. Ritter,
who is also an ex-Marine, said
that Iraq's capabilities for
weapons production were
reduced by 90-95% in the
1990s, and that, "Iraq today is
not a threat to its neighbors
and is not acting in a manner
which threatens anyone outside
its own borders."
If the American people
accept the premise that the
U.S. can attack any country
because they might pose a
future threat. which technically
makes any war or invasion
legal and justifiable, then U.S.
citizens cannot expect any




.. done with it.
We Ren1len1lber
Anna Steketee came home. She told me that a church
friend, Brendan McCabe, worked in
Tower 2 on the 96th floor. He had
called his wife at 7:00 that morning,
and the last time he had been seen was
going up the elevator. No one knew
what had happened and they were
praying for his return. His wife was
very hopeful that he was alive. You
could see her faith in all she did-even
when they found his body in the first
few days in October." Lois said that
their church and community bonded
together to lift up the McCabe family
in the last year. Instead of the tragedy
tearing people apart, the last year has
seen people come together in faith and
in love. Lois will always have the
memory of those she knew who were
lost in the attacks, but says the most
important lessons she has learried are to
more than anything, "Cherish those
whom you love."
st.rr Writer
It is probably safe to say most of us
can remember what we were doing last
September 11_ when we heard the news
about the terrorist attacks. Many of us
may have been in class, others were
woken up by roommates or friends to
watch the events unfold. Although for
most of us the closest we got to the ter-
ror were the pictures on our television
sets, there are people at Dordt who
have direct connections to last fall's
events. Freshman Lois Garret was at
her New York high school last
September, only 60 miles from the
World Trade Centers. When Lois real-
ized what she and her classmates were
seeing on television was real, she tried
for a long time to phone her parents to
let them know she was going home.
Once there, the reality of the situation
in the city hit her. Lois said, "My sister
Renae's
251 N. Main St. 208
-Renae Visscher, Owner/Stylist-
_Stylists
-Carmen Mulder -Alissa Roetman
-Paula Oostenink -Missy Driesen
-Ashley Baer -Gwen Van Roekel
Hours: Morr-Thur.: 9am-9pm
Fri-Sat: 9amc5pm
Call us at: 722-0008
Located near the northwest entrance of the Centre Mall.
